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“And nearest among them in love to the 
believers will you find those who say, 
‘We are Christians’, ...” - Quran 5:82

“...They rehearse the Signs of Allah all
night long, and they prostrate

themselves in adoration” - Quran 3:113
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Foreword

Peace be with you.

I’m one of those fortunate Malaysians. 

 Well before I went to Primary One, we had 
neighbours who were not just from my own ethnic 
group and religious affiliation. At Seang Tek road 
in Penang, the neighbour across the road was a 
Christian family. They were gregarious Eurasians 
who were welcoming and kind to my siblings and 
I. When our family shifted to Fettes Park, again I 
was lucky to have Chinese, Indians and Eurasians 
as my neighbours and a Malay kampung just a few 
minutes away.  
 
 As I had the chance to mix around with people 
of different backgrounds at an early age, I am
comfortable not only with Malays but also Indians, 
Chinese, Eurasians... I also not only feel at home 
in Muslim settings but am also familiar with all 
kinds of different traditions. Because of that I have 
no apprehension towards other religious activities
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but genuinely cherish them. Even since I was 
young, whenever there were issues between two
different groups, I always find myself to be the 
bridge-builder and mediator. I seem to have the 
ability to empathize with both sides.

 I have always had a deep concern when people 
are torn apart that there is a need for people to 
reconcile and reconnect. Likewise with this issue 
between the Muslims and Christians about the use 
of the word ‘Allah’, my heart is drawn towards it 
and I feel the need to provide a solution. Hence 
this book. 

 In the first chapter I will explain more on 
the motivations why I decided to publish this 
book. The second chapter is the crux of the book, 
where I discuss my views on what the Quran says 
about relations between Muslims and other faiths 
and whether it allows the use of the word ‘Allah’.
 
 Chapters Three and Five include an urge 
for my Christian brothers and sisters not to forget 
the legacy of Christ. In the fourth chapter I invite 
the Christians and the Muslims to look at what 
is wanting within their own communities and to 
find a compromise. 

vii
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 In Chapter Six, I conclude with my suggestions 
on what we all need to do next. Finally, I have 
included a chapter on a sample of a Muslim-
Christian friendship, in Chapter Seven.

 Allah willing, this book will play a role in 
helping to calm down the situation and encourage 
us to reconcile with one another.     

 I hope at the least this book will make us 
stop, think and reflect.  

Peace,

anas zubedy
Good Friday, 
April 2011.
www.letusaddvalue.blogspot.com
www.twitter.com/anaszubedy
www.facebook.com/zubedy



Can we use Allah in The Bible? A Quranic perspective viii

Say: “Call upon Allah, or call upon 
Rahman: by whatever name ye call upon 
Him, (it is well): for to Him belong the 
Most Beautiful Names. Neither speak 
thy Prayer aloud, nor speak it in a low 

tone, but seek a middle course between.” 
- Quran 17:110
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‘The Church has high 
regard for the Muslims for 
they worship God who is 
one, living and subsistent,

merciful and almighty, 
the Creator of heaven and 

earth, who has spoken
to men’

- Vatican Two

‘...and you will surely find 
nearest in affection to the 
believers are those who 

said: “We are Christian”, 
this is because there are 

among them men devoted 
to learning, and men who 
have renounced the world, 
and they are not arrogant’

- Quran 5:82

Note: Kapitan Keling Mosque (left) and St. George’s Anglican Church 
(right) are located near each other on Pitt Street in Georgetown, Penang. 
Also part of the universal harmony of Pitt Street are the Kuan Yin Teng 
Temple and Sri Maha Mariamman Temple.
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“The goal of you all is to Allah. 
It is He that will show you the truth
of the matters in which ye dispute.”

- Quran 5:48
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Why this book?

I love this country. I love Malaysia. I believe 
there is a Good God.

 Malaysia is a praiseworthy nation; our people 
have lived in harmony with each other for decades. 
It is not surprising to see places of worship from 
various religions and traditions standing side by 
side or just a stone’s throw away from each other.  
Even well before we became a modern state, for 
centuries this land of ours was the meeting point 
for people from across the world. We live, we love, 
and we trade, bring up families and make each 
others’ lives rich and happy.

 However, of late, I feel that the relationship 
between Malaysians is slowly moving apart. I do 
not see it as critical yet, but the fault lines are

Peace be with you, Brother and Sister Malaysians, 

Why this book?
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beginning to show. Dr. Chandra Muzaffar is right. 
In the fifties citizenship divided us. In the sixties, 
it was language. Throughout the seventies, eighties 
and nineties, it was money. Today, it is religion.  
And, religion as fuel for division is a potent one. 
One that if not brought to a close immediately can 
prove tragic.

 It is almost satirical, because we all believe 
in a Good God. We say that He is Merciful; full of 
Grace. We gallantly claim that our faith tells us to 
create love, happiness and spread God’s kingdom 
on earth but yet our actions betray us. 

 It is even more ironic that the main leading 
roles in this drama are Christians and Muslims, 
both from the Abrahamic faith. The former believes 
that Jesus is love; the latter believes that Muhammad 
was an embodiment of mercy to mankind. Are we 
kidding ourselves?
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A lot is said about Islam, but little is said 
about the Quran.

 I have always wondered if one can talk about 
Islam without referring to the Quran. I find that 
totally illogical. I find it totally wrong. In the
discussion at hand, I find a complete lack of
Quranic justification.

 I set out to do just that; to find a Quranic 
position. I want to find out what the Quran says 
about Allah. Since my late teens, I have been
interested in religion and have made Quranic and 
theological research a passion. However, the idea 
in this book is just one man’s idea and as such it 
is not conclusive. The Quran suggests,

“And if all the trees on earth were pens, 
and the sea (were) ink, with seven (more) 
seas yet added to it, the words of God 
would not be exhausted: for, verily, God is 
almighty, wise.” – Quran 31:27
 

Why this book?
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“Verily Allah is my lord and your
lord: Him therefore serve ye: this is a 
Way that is straight.” - Quran 19:36
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 Being clear about the vastness of the Word 
of God, I deliberately termed this book ‘A’ Quranic 
perspective, not ‘THE’ Quranic perspective, knowing 
full well that taking an uncompromising position 
would simply be arrogant. In truth no person or 
group of people can claim the definite, even if you 
are the grandest of Ulama. That is why it is a
practice among Muslim scholars to note that
‘Allah knows best’ at the end of their arguments. 
This is not surprising as even the Prophet was told 
in the Quran to,

 

 
 
 I would be most happy to hear ideas, thoughts 
and arguments for and against the position taken in 
this book from Muslims and Non-Muslims alike. 

“Move not thy tongue concerning the 
(Qur’an) to make haste therewith, It is for 
Us to collect it and to promulgate it: But 
when We have promulgated it, follow thou 
its recital (as promulgated): Nay more, it 
is for Us to explain it (and make it 
clear).” - Quran 75:16-19

Why this book?
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Many are fighting for Christianity, but not 
many struggle to be like Christ 

 Reading the comments given by Christian 
groups in the current situation, it seems as if the 
Malay Muslim leadership has been completely 
bad. 

 Personally I feel that while your concerns are 
valid, the way which Christian groups are speaking 
and acting does not seem Christ-like to me. I
notice some exaggeration in the arguments which 
I believe is unfair. To give you an example, instead 
of clearly stating that the Bibles were stamped by 
the Home Ministry, the Christian statement uses 
words like ‘desecrated’, provocative words that 
evoke negative sentiments. 

 On the other hand, I hardly hear or see a 
sense of appreciation. Not many good words
forthcoming. Where is your sense of balance? We 
are a Muslim majority country sired historically 
from a Muslim polity which has been colonized 
by Imperialist Christians for almost five hundred 
years. Yet there have not been ill-intentioned, 
militant reactions or even bitterness of the local 
community towards Christians. 
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 In fact, the positions of Christians, of Buddhists,
Hindus, Sikhs and all the religions of our people 
are duly recognized and guarded in our Constitution. 
This is something we all can be thankful for. In 
fact, though still imperfect, our religious acceptance 
and freedom is better than many societies where 
people are persecuted for the sake of religion. 
We freely worship in mosques, temples, churches 
and gurdwaras, we freely celebrate our religious 
traditions. Our Muslim, Christian, Buddhist 
and Hindu festivals are acknowledged with
national holidays. 

 Our priests and missionaries are allowed to 
do their duties without persecution. Christian
missionary leaders are retained until the age of
sixty-five, a privilege which does not apply to other 
religious teachers. 

 My Christian brothers and sisters, the Malays 
are generally very generous people. A simple
appreciation, a kind word of thank you, would 
have melted their hearts. Because they are not
inclined towards taking but they are more inclined 
towards giving. Did they not share this country 
with whom were considered outsiders? Did they 
not welcome millions as fellow citizens?



10 Can we use Allah in The Bible? A Quranic Perspective

“O men! Behold, We have created
you all out of a male and a female, and 
have made you into nations and tribes, 
so that you might come to know one

another. Verily, the noblest of you in 
the sight of God is the one who is 

most deeply conscious of Him. 
Behold, God is all-knowing, 

all-aware.” - Quran 49:13
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 A gentle, Christ-like choice of response 
would have won the day. A response not fueled
with antagonism, but with wisdom and graciousness. 
When confronted, we should remain balanced 
and still recognize the good in our nation and our 
leadership, not just the bad things. When you 
are seen as balanced, then people will see you as 
fighting for fairness, not going against them.  

I’m an advocate of Unity

 In a country like Malaysia, I believe Unity 
should come first and foremost. All else should 
be within the framework of Unity. When we think 
of issues whether politics, economics or social, we 
need to bear this framework in mind and ask ‘will 
this Unite us or cause quarrels between us?’. Unity 
must be our most important commodity. 

 We are neighbours and brothers and sisters 
living in one nation and to maintain Unity means 
that nobody will get everything and everybody will 
have to give up something. There will have to be 
compromise, a right time for everything. We must 
learn to see things from each others’ perspective. 

Why this book?
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Sometimes through doing this we find we may 
have to adjust our actions, let go some for the 
greater good.

 I believe there is a real need for Muslims to 
know more about Christians, and Christians 
to know more about Muslims. I also wrote this 
book as a way to introduce the religious scriptures 
of both religions. Because I am an advocate of 
Unity, my perspective on the Quran has always 
been universal. The universal spirit of the Quran 
speaks to me very strongly. This is why similarly in 
my previous book The Quran and I, I shared a
Malaysian experience on how the Quran is a guide 
for Unity in our multicultural and multireligious 
nation. 

 I want to see a more united Malaysia. I desire 
to see stronger brotherhood between Christians 
and Muslims in this nation because it is something 
I have experienced myself on a deep and personal
level. In this book, I am including the chapter 
‘Jubal (A Christian-Muslim Friendship)’ from my 
previous book, The Quran and I, published in May 
2010, as a real-life testament of friendship between 
a Muslim and a Christian. Jubal and I didn’t have 
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many big debates or try to preach to each other, 
but we shared a life together - he was a good Christian 
in my life and I, a good Muslim in his. In a deep 
sense, we recognized the good in each other which 
came from our different faiths. And we realized 
that we share the same Good God who is Merciful 
and full of Grace. Jubal was like a brother to me; 
in the same way, I am calling upon Christians and 
Muslims, above all else, to treat each other in the 
spirit of Unity and love. 

 Allah willing, this book will open our hearts.
Allah willing, this book will serve to unite us.

Peace.

Why this book?

“And, verily, this community of yours is 
one single community, since I am the
Susta iner  of  you a l l :  remain ,  then,
conscious of Me!” – Quran 23:52
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“And the Messenger cried out: 
O my Lord! Surely my people have 

treated this Quran as a forsaken
thing.” - Quran 25:30
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Can we use the term Allah
to represent God’s name in

the Bible?

 I find it strange that in the discussions and 
debates about whether it is acceptable to use the 
term ‘Allah’ to refer to God in the Bible, neither 
the Malaysian Christians who are for using the 
term nor the Malaysian Muslims who are against 
it, considered checking the Quran’s position 
with regards to the issue.

 While it is understandable that the Christians 
may miss this, for the Muslims not to do so is
unacceptable. Instead of basing on the Quran, a 
few of our Muslim brethrens are busy trying to 
show that historically the Bible does not use the 
term Allah. They also use civil laws to present their 
case. Muslims must be careful not to fall into the

Peace.

Can we use the term Allah to represent God’s name in the Bible? 
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category of people mentioned in this verse of the 
Quran, 

 

 Muslims and Non-Muslims who want to
discuss matters of Islam must note that for a believing 
Muslim no evidence is greater than the Quran,

 For a Muslim, the Quran is the ultimate 
guide,

And,

 

“Say: “What thing is most Weighty in
evidence?” Say: “(Allah) is witness between
me and you; This Qur’an hath been revealed 
to me by inspiration, that I may warn 
you and all whom it reaches. …” - Quran 6:19

“And we sent down the Book to thee for 
the express purpose, that thou should 
make clear to them those things in 
which they differ, that it should be a 
guide and a mercy to those who believe.” 
- Quran 16:64

“Those who listen to the Word and follow 
the best meaning in it, those are the ones 
whom Allah has guided, and those are
the ones endowed with understanding.”
- Quran 39:18

“And the Messenger cried out: O my Lord! 
Surely my people have treated this Quran 
as a forsaken thing.” - Quran 25:30
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 A Muslim who claims to follow Prophet 
Muhammad must firstly and ultimately be guided 
by the Quran,

And those who fail to judge by the Quran is, at the 
end of the day no better than unbelievers,

 
 
 The above Quranic verses should be enough 
to show that basing our discussion on the Quran 
is the logical Islamic approach. If a Muslim or 
Non-Muslim were to prove that the Quran suggests
that the term Allah can or cannot be used, all 
Muslims must follow the decree. Period!

History of religion - Islam

 To put things in perspective, we must
first understand the Quranic worldview about
religion and Allah.

“So believe in Allah and His Apostle the 
unlettered Prophet, who believeth in Allah 
and His Words: Follow him that (so) 
ye may be guided.” - Quran 7:158

“If any do fail to judge by (the light of) 
what Allah hath revealed, they are (no 
better than) unbelievers.” - Quran 5: 44

Can we use the term Allah to represent God’s name in the Bible? 
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“VERILY, this Qur’an shows the
way to all that is most upright, and

gives the believers who do good deeds 
the glad tiding that theirs will be a 

great reward;” - Quran 17:9
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 The Quran suggests that all religions came 
from Allah as He has sent messengers (Jesus 
included)1 everywhere in the course of history; a 
few are named in the Quran mainly those from the 
Abrahamic line while the rest are not mentioned at 
all. But definitely there were other messengers sent 
to other geographical areas like Asia, Europe and 
the Americas, etc. although the Quran strategically 
remains silent about the other geographical
locations so as to be all inclusive. 

 Here are clear examples. I will further elaborate 
this when dealing with the subject of the monopoly 
of Allah and the Heavens.

 

1	 In	Islam,	Jesus	is	one	of	God’s	messengers,	known	as	Prophet	Isa

“Of some apostles We have already told 
thee the story; of others We have not;- and 
to Moses Allah spoke direct;” - Quran 4 : 164

Can we use the term Allah to represent God’s name in the Bible? 

“We did aforetime send apostles before thee: 
of them there are some whose story We have 
related to thee, and some whose story We 
have not related to thee. It was not
(possible) for any apostle to bring a sign
except by the leave of Allah…” - Quran 
40:78. Also refer to 21:25, 17:77, 43:6
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 In fact, the Quran is uncompromising about 
this all inclusive approach that it decrees that any 
Muslim, who does not accept even one of the
messengers, named or unnamed, ceases to be a
believer! Muslims also can’t make any distinction 
between any of them.

 
 To stress this all inclusive approach deeper,
the Quran makes it very clear that Islamic and 
Muslim history must not be seen as starting from 
Prophet Muhammad as the Prophet himself was 
made to declare that he follows the religion of
Abraham.

“Those who deny Allah and His apostles, 
and (those who) wish to separate Allah 
from His apostles, saying: “We believe 
in some but reject others”: And (those 
who) wish to take a course midway 
They are in truth (equally) unbelievers; 
and we have prepared for unbelievers a
humiliating punishment, To those who
believe in Allah and His apostles and make 
no distinction between any of the
apostles, we shall soon give their (due)
rewards: for Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most 
Merciful” - Quran 4:150-153. Also refer 
2:136, 3:84



23Can we use the term Allah to represent God’s name in the Bible? 

 From the Quranic  standpoint Prophet
Muhammad is not the founder of the religion. He 
was the seal, the final one, the prophet who came 
to conclude a long string of messengers from the 
very beginning of human history.

 

 
 To make it final that Islam must be inclusive, 
the Quran stressed that it is Allah – not Prophet
Muhammad – who named Muslims, Muslim; long 
before the birth of the Prophet.

“So We have taught thee the inspired
(Message), “Follow the ways of Abraham
the True in Faith, and he joined not 
gods with Allah.” - Quran 16:123. Also 
refer to 16:20, 2:135, 3:95, 4:125, and 6:61

“Muhammad is not the father of any of 
your men, but (he is) the Messenger of
Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets: and 
Allah has full knowledge of all things.”
– Quran 33:40

“And strive in His cause as ye ought to 
strive, (with sincerity and under discip-line). 
He has chosen you, and has imposed no 
difficulties on you in religion; it is the 
cult of your father Abraham. It is He 
Who has named you Muslims, both 
before (and in this Revelation); that the
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 If we use the Quran as its own witness,
almost all of the history books on Islam, whether 
written by Muslims or Non-Muslims, that usually 
record Islam with the coming of Prophet Muhammad 
and make the Prophet as the founder of Islam run 
contrary to the Quranic stance. At best they are 
relating the history of the Arab people and how 
the Arabs impacted the world and built an empire 
based on their ‘new faith’, Islam. (Here is where 
the historian Albert Habib Hourani got it right by 
calling his book “A History of the Arab Peoples”.)
 
 The Quran’s version of the history of
mankind started with Adam, the first civilized
homosapien, one who is endowed with the power
of conceptual thoughts and language: our ability 
to talk (Quran 2:31). As such Islam’s history is 
world history, not the history of the Arabs.

Messenger may be a witness for you, 
and ye be witnesses for mankind! So 
establish regular Prayer, give regular 
Charity, and hold fast to Allah. He is 
your Protector - the Best to protect and 
the Best to help!” - Quran 22:78
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 It is this myopic view and basic assumption 
of Islam’s history as beginning from the time of 
Prophet Muhammad, that over the years has steered 
Muslims to deviate from having a universal approach 
towards Islam and hence have grown to be more 
and more exclusive rather than inclusive of all the 
other communities and spiritual traditions. This in 
turn makes Muslim society monopolistic towards 
Allah and the Heavens, creating a clear dichotomy 
and an ‘us’ and ‘them’ approach negating the Quranic 

“O ye Children of Adam! Whenever
there come to you apostles from 
amongst you, rehearsing My signs unto 
you, - those who are righteous and mend 
(their lives), - on them shall be no fear nor 
shall they grieve.” - Quran 7:35

“When thy Lord drew forth from the
Children of Adam - from their loins 
- their descendants, and made them 
testify concerning themselves, (saying): 
“Am I not your Lord (who cherishes and 
sustains you)?”- They said:  Yea! We do
testify!” (This), lest ye should say on the 
Day of Judgment: “Of this we were never 
mindful” - Quran 7:172. Also refer to 7:31, 
7:70, 2:33, 2:37, 7:27



26 Can we use Allah in The Bible? A Quranic Perspective

“Seest thou not that it is Allah Whose 
praises all beings in the heavens and 

on earth do celebrate, and the birds (of 
the air) with wings outspread? Each one 

knows its own (mode of) prayer and 
praise. And Allah knows well all that 

they do.” - Quran 24:41
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position that all who worship in the monasteries, 
churches, synagogues, and mosques are in essence 
venerating Allah. (Refer Quran 22:40 below).

 On the other hand, the Quran suggests the 
following:

 

Places of Worship

 Since all the messengers were Allah sent; the 
Quran equates all calls in every place of worship 
must only be for Him. 

“And, verily, this community of yours is 
one single community, since I am the 
Sustainer of you all: remain, then, conscious 
of Me!” - Quran 23:52

Can we use the term Allah to represent God’s name in the Bible? 
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 And that all places of worship whether they 
are mosques, monasteries or churches honor Him, 

 And those who do not allow the name of 
Allah to be mentioned in places of worship are 
considered unjust.

 
 And the only deity worth praising is Allah 
alone,

“They are those who have been expelled 
from their homes in defiance of right,- 
(for no cause) except that they say, ‘our 
Lord is Allah..’ Did not Allah check one 
set of people by means of another, there 
would surely have been pulled down 
monasteries, churches, synagogues, 
and mosques, in which the name of 
Allah is commemorated in abundant 
measure. Allah will certainly aid those 
who aid his (cause);- for verily Allah is full 
of Strength, Exalted in Might, (able to
enforce His Will).” - Quran 22:40

“And who is more unjust than he who 
forbids that in places for the worship of 
Allah, Allah’s name should be celebrated? 
- whose zeal is (in fact) to ruin them? ….” 
- Quran 2:114
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Is there a Monopoly to Allah, Religion and
Paradise?

 Contrary to popular understanding, 
Prophet Muhammad did not seek to destroy 
the other ways of life/religions like Christianity, 
Judaism, etc., but he constantly called on the 
Jews and Christians to agree that we are praying to 
the same God, Allah.

 Ironically the Quran’s main argument 
against the Jews and Christians during the time of 
the Prophet is their monopolistic claim to Allah 
and paradise.

Can we use the term Allah to represent God’s  name in the Bible? 

“All praise is due to Allah alone the
Sustainer of all the Worlds.” - Quran 1:2

“Verily Allah is my lord and your lord: 
Him therefore serve ye: this is a Way that 
is straight.” - Quran 19:36

“Say: Will ye dispute with us about Allah, 
seeing that He is our lord and your 
lord; that we are responsible for our doings 
and ye for yours; and that We are sincere 
(in our faith) in Him?” - Quran 2:139
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 The Quran suggests the Unity of religions 
and the Quran was sent to confirm all the previous 
scriptures.

“Those who believe, and those who
follow the Jewish, and the Christians 
and the Sabians, - any who believe 
in Allah and the Last Day, and work 
righteousness, shall have their reward 
with their Lord; on them shall be no fear, 
nor shall they grieve.” - Quran 2:62. 
Also refer to 5:69

“It is He Who sent down to thee (step 
by step), in truth, the book, confirming 
what went before it; and He sent down 
the Law (of Moses) and the Gospel (of 
Jesus)...” - Quran 3:3. Also refer to 5:48

“And they say: “None shall enter paradise 
unless he be a Jew or a Christian.” 
Those are their (vain) desires. Say “Produce 
your proof if ye are truthful.” - Quran 2:111

“And who believe in the Revelation sent to 
thee, and sent before thy time, and (in 
their hearts) have the assurance of the 
Hereafter.” - Quran 2:4 - 5
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 It is part of Allah’s plan to provide mankind 
with multiple platforms to achieve the ultimate 
goal that is to reach Him. How to reach Him, of 
rites and ceremonies, it is open.

 

“To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, 
confirming the scripture that came
before it, and guarding it in safety: so 
judge between them by what Allah hath
revealed, and follow not their vain desires, 
diverging from the Truth that hath come to 
thee. To each among you have we prescribed
a law and an open way? If Allah had so 
willed, He would have made you a single 
people, but (His plan is) to test you in 
what He hath given you: so strive as in 
a race in all virtues. The goal of you all 
is to Allah. It is He that will show you the 
truth of the matters in which ye dispute.” 
- Quran 5:48

“To every People have We appointed 
rites and ceremonies which they must 
follow: let them not then dispute with 
thee on the matter, but do thou invite 
(them) to thy Lord: for thou art assuredly 
on the Right Way.” - Quran 22:67
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“The seven heavens and the earth,
and all beings therein, declare

His glory: there is not a thing but
celebrates His praise; And yet ye

understand not how they declare His 
glory! Verily He is Oft-Forbear, Most 

Forgiving!” - Quran 17:44
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 The objective of the Quran is to make faith 
and deed as the criteria for salvation, not religious 
affiliation to any particular community. This 
criterion is not just for those who were born since 
the coming of Prophet Muhammad but also
inclusive of those from the very beginning of the 
history of man and till the end of time.

 The Quran specifically identified righteousness 
as the best platform.

 And what is righteousness in the Quran?

 

“O ye Children of Adam! We have be-
stowed raiment upon you to cover your 
shame, as well as to be an adornment to 
you. But the raiment of righteousness, 
- that is the best. Such are among the 
Signs of Allah, that they may receive
admonition!” - Quran 7:26

“It is not righteousness that ye turn 
your faces towards East or West; but it 
is righteousness-

1. to believe in Allah 
2. and the Last Day, 
3. and the Angels, 
4. and the Revelation, 
5. and the Messengers; 
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The Quran and the Christians

 The Quran does not reject nor accept
Christianity wholesale. The Quran disagrees 
with Christianity’s interpretation of history 
mainly about who Jesus was. In the Quran, Jesus 
was a prophet and he is not the son of Allah and as 
such the Quran disagrees with the concept of
Trinity (refer Quran 4:171).

6. to spend of your substance, out of love    
    for Him, 
 a. for your kin, 
 b. for orphans, 
 c. for the needy, 
 d. for the wayfarer, 
 e. for those who ask, 
 f. and for the ransom of slaves; 
7. to be steadfast in prayer, 
8. and practice regular charity; 
9. to fulfill the contracts which ye have  
   made; 
10. and to be firm and patient, 
 a. in pain (or suffering) 
 b. and adversity, 
 c. and throughout all periods of  
              panic.

Such are the people of truth, the Allah 
fearing.” - Quran 2:177
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 In the Quran, Jesus did not die on the cross 
nor was he Resurrected. The Quran suggests that 
Jesus survived the crucifixion and later died just as 
all the other prophets before him (refer Quran
5:75, 4:157). Jesus is similar to Prophet Muhammad 
and all the previous Messengers (refer Quran 
3:144, 21:7-8, 25:20) who came, did their job and 
died (refer Quran 3:185).

 The Quran is also opposed to any religion 
be it Judaism, Christianity or any other Tradition, 
who suggest that followers other than theirs are 
doomed; that is, if Christianity seeks to monopolize 
Allah and Salvation (refer earlier Quranic quotes).

 As for Christians, again there is no 
wholesale acceptance or rejection. There are bad 
Christians who are unjust and selfish (refer Quran 
5:51-52) and good ones who fight for what is right.

 And among the good Christians are 
those similar to good Muslims, men of understanding, 
who care about the hereafter and are not arrogant.

“Not all of them are alike: Of the People 
of the Book are portions that stand (For 
the right): They rehearse the Signs of 
Allah all night long, and they prostrate 
themselves in adoration.” - Quran 3:113



36 Can we use Allah in The Bible? A Quranic Perspective

The Conclusion

 It is clear that it is not only permissible to 
use the term Allah to refer to God in the Bible, it 
is exactly what the Quran wants us to do. What an 
irony.

 I would like to thank my Christian brothers 
and sisters in their effort to make Allah the universal 
name of God and wanting the name to be the 
preferred reference of God in the Bible. 

 But, you must not stop there.

 You must also strive hard to ensure that not 
just the Bahasa Malaysia and Bahasa Indonesia
Bibles use the term Allah but all the other
translations in the world regardless if they are in 
Japanese, English, Russian or Hindi uses the same 

“Strongest among men in enmity to 
the believers wilt thou find the Jews and
Pagans; and nearest among them in love 
to the believers wilt thou find those 
who say, “We are Christians”: because 
amongst these are men devoted to learning 
and men who have renounced the world, 
and they are not arrogant.” - Quran 5:82
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term. Malaysian Christians can lead the world of 
Christianity to make Allah the universal name of 
God with the solid support of their Muslim brothers 
and sisters. Anything that can bring us closer
together must be supported. A shared universal 
name to call our God Allah seems a most appropriate 
place to start.

 Failing to do so will create mistrust because 
the correct term for God in Malay is Tuhan. The 
Muslims will question your consistency and 
sincerity. Because the real issue here is Trust. Not 
the technicality of the term Allah, Tuhan, Elohim, 
Elah etc. This is where we need to focus. This is 
what we need to pay attention to.

There are three levels of trust missing

 Firstly we do not trust each other. The Muslims 
perceive the inconsistency of Christians wanting 
to use the term Allah in the Malay Bible and not 
the other translations as a plot to convert Malay 
Muslims to Christianity. And, the Christians
perceive the Muslims rejection of the usage of the 
term as another strategy to block the spread of the 
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“And who does more wrong than
one to whom are recited the Signs of his 

Lord, and who then turns away
therefrom? Verily from those who

transgress We shall exact (due)
Retribution.” - Quran 32:22
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Christian faith to Muslims in Malaysia. This feeling 
is deep in the Christian psyche as they find the
lopsided law on conversion in Malaysia to be
unfair (check what the Quran says about this at 
83:1-3 and 5:8).

 Secondly, we do not trust ourselves. The 
Muslims lack confidence of fellow Muslims and 
feel that just by using the term Allah, their faith 
towards Islam can be shaken. The Christians lack 
confidence that being Christ-like is enough to
attract others to the faith. That when you turn the 
other cheek, you win.

 Yet the deepest rot is the lack of trust in
Allah or God or Tuhan or any other name with 
which you want to call upon Him! Both Muslims 
and Christians fail to trust that Allah will be with 
those who are true and love those who trust Him. 
If we do so, we have nothing to fear and nothing 
to grieve. Failing to trust Him, we become weak, 
insecure and misguided.                      
   

              
             June 08, 2008

“Nay, God is your proctector, and He is 
the best of helpers.” - Quran 3:150

Can we use the term Allah to represent God’s  name in the Bible? 
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“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the
Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your mind.This is 

the first and greatest commandment. A 
second is equally important: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ The entire law 

and all the demands of the prophets are 
based on these two commandments.”

- Matthew 22:37-40
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Would Jesus go 
to court?

Would Jesus go to court?

 I am happy that today in Malaysia, Christians 
and Muslims can share the word Allah. But ...

Sigh ......

 It is sad, unfortunate and bad for UNITY 
that we had to go through the courts to get a
go-ahead to use the term “Allah” in the Bible. This 
is because the real issue is not about language or 
semantics, it is about TRUST.

 Because we Christians and Muslims cannot 
be truthful with ourselves and each other and hide 
what is in our hearts, we pretend to debate and 
argue using the legal framework instead of using 
our religiosity and good hearts to come to a working 
relationship. And we call ourselves followers of 
Christ, followers of Muhammad?
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“Hence, place thy trust in the
Living One who dies not, and extol

His limitless glory and praise: for none 
is as aware as His creatures’ sins as He.” 

– Quran 25:58
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 We fail to frame important questions like 
“How would Jesus deal with this issue?” or ‘What 
would Muhammad do in a similar situation?”

 The verdict, be it ‘for’ or ‘against’, is a lose-
lose situation. 

	 Today, a segment (I think it’s a large one) of
Muslims will see this as “The Christians have won!” 
and will likely take prejudiced and narrow-minded 
counter-actions. The Christians on the other hand 
will perceive the verdict as the triumph of truth 
over evil. But in actual fact it is a triumph of
insecurity over trust in God, ourselves and fellow 
mankind. 

 Christians must know better. This is just a
triumph in a legal sense, but is it a moral one? 
Do you remember the trial that Jesus had to go 
through before his cruxifixion? Who was trying to 
use a legal avenue? Christ or his enemies?

 As a morally-oriented religion, Christians 
must seek a moral victory and winning of the 
hearts. Did the Christians win the hearts of the 

Would Jesus go to court?
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Muslims with this verdict? Are the Muslims
feeling closer to the Christians because today we 
can share the word Allah?
 
 In Chapter Two, I have written a detailed
article on the subject showing that the Quran is 
okay with using the term Allah in the Bible. Why 
then is a segment of Muslims dead against it? 

 I call on likeminded Muslims and Christians 
who know in their hearts what the real issues are, 
come forward and make good the situation. Provide 
a platform of TRUST – a win-win solution. Share 
what is said behind each other’s back, things our 
own people and leaders do or say behind closed 
doors. 

 We need whistle blowers on both sides.

 Come forward and tell the truth about the
mistakes, wrong deeds and intentions of our own
fellow faithfuls. We are interested in Truth. If any
Muslim speaks an untruth – something that is 
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not in line with the Quran or something that is 
not good for all, Muslims must come forward and 
blow the whistle. Similarly with Christians (and 
Hindus, Buddhists, etc.).

 So we can learn to deal with such issues in a 
more Christ-like manner, more like Muhammad, 
and be better Christians, be better Muslims and be 
true servants of God.

         January 01, 2010

Would Jesus go to court?
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“Those who believe, and those
who follow the Jewish, and the

Christians and the Sabians,- any who 
believe in Allah and the Last Day, and 
work righteousness, shall have their

reward with their Lord; on them shall
be no fear, nor shall they

grieve.” - Quran 2:62
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Oh Muslims! Oh Christians!
What is wrong with us?

Peace.

 Let me be direct, this is a uniquely Malaysian 
problem, especially within the Peninsular.

 I plea to thinking, caring Muslims and
Christians to come forward and embrace empathy 
towards each other and find a workable compromise 
that is both Christ-like and Quranic.

 We Muslims must understand the frustration 
our Christian brothers and sisters have been going 
through all these years when dealing with the
Government (which is perceived as Malay Muslims, 
as the officers are usually Malays), for example 
whenever they want to built churches and when 
dealing with issues regarding their faith.

Oh Muslims! Oh Christians! What is wrong with us?
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 They are also frustrated and upset over 
cases involving Article 11(4)1. Muslims must
understand that like us, the Christians see it as 
their religious duty to spread their creed and they 
must have found Article 11(4) hindering them 
from spreading and sharing their religion, as a
setback to being a good faithful Christian.

 Muslims probably would have felt the same 
if placed in a similar situation.

 We Muslims must empathize - how would we 
feel if each time we are to build a mosque, we have 
to wait and wait and wait for approvals after
approvals? Can’t we at least imagine how it feels?

 Perhaps, in this frustration they retaliated by 
going to the courts, maybe to get back at us or just 
to prove a point. I think these feelings are the real 
motivation behind the legal redress, not that they 
are really deeply spirited to call God, Allah. That 
is why I suggest that this is a uniquely Malaysian 
problem. You don’t see Christians in the west or 

1	 Article	11(4)	of	the	Constitution	of	Malaysia	states:	State	law	and		
	 in	respect	of	the	Federal	Territories	of	Kuala	Lumpur	and	Labuan,		
	 federal	law	may	control	or	restrict	the	propagation	of	any	religious		
	 doctrine	or	belief	among	persons	professing	the	religion	of	Islam.



53

elsewhere being so gung ho about using the word 
Allah as God’s name; in fact, many may even find 
it strange.
 
 On the other hand …

 The Christians must understand that while 
the Quran has no issues about Allah as the universal 
name of God2, the understanding and emotional
attachment of the Malays to the word Allah is 
unique to the Malaysian world, the Malaysian
experience. Rightly or wrongly, your Muslim 
brothers and sisters are deeply hurt as they perceive 
that you are doing this with bad intentions – to 
convert their fellow faithful, as they do not see you 
actively wanting to also change all the other Bible 
translations like English or Chinese to make the 
word Allah the universal name for God.

 More so, the Malay Muslims cannot imagine
that Allah Yang Esa / Satu3 now can also be the
Allah as part of the Trinity. For example their
current worldview cannot fathom words that
describe Jesus as Son of Allah.

2	 As	discussed	in	Chapter	Two
3	 Allah,	the	Unique	and	Only	One

Oh Muslims! Oh Christians! What is wrong with us?
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“God blesses those who are poor and
realize their need for him,

for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
God blesses those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
God blesses those who are humble,

for they will inherit the whole earth.
God blesses those who hunger and

thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied.
God blesses those who are merciful,

for they will be shown mercy.
God blesses those whose hearts are pure,

for they will see God.
God blesses those who work for peace,

for they will be called the children of God.
God blesses those who are persecuted

for doing right, for the Kingdom
of Heaven is theirs.

God blesses you when people mock you and 
persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts 

of evil things against you because you are my 
followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad!

For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And
remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted 

in the same way.” – Matthew 5:3-11
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 This is uniquely a Malaysian state of affairs; 
you do not find Muslims in the middle-east or the 
west having an issue about it. In fact, they are for 
it and in history had to strive for the right to use 
the English word ‘God’ as a translation to the word 
Allah!

 The word Allah is ingrained deeply in the 
Malay hearts as the exclusive name of the Muslim 
God. From the time they are young, Malay
Muslims recite their belief in God as,

 Meaning there is no God but Allah – Allah 
being the unique name of God that the Malay 
Muslim professes. You must try to understand how 
the language used has formed the Malay Muslim 
worldview about the word Allah. By appreciating 
the nuances of the language you will be able to 
empathize how your Malay Muslim brothers and 
sisters feel and you will feel the hurt too.4

4	 Here	the	Malay	Muslims	have	to	also	understand	that	the	Sabah		
	 and	Sarawak	Christians	have	used	the	word	‘Allah’	in	their	worship	of		
	 God	for	generations,	and	just	like	the	Malay	Muslims,	they		
	 too	have	a	special	connection	with	the	word.

“Aku naik saksi bahawa tiada Tuhan
melainkan Allah, dan aku naik saksi
bahawa Nabi Muhammad itu Pesuruh
Allah.”

Oh Muslims! Oh Christians! What is wrong with us?
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 Understanding nuances is key. For example 
it would be totally nonsensical, painful and hurtful 
to translate ‘Holy Ghost’ as ‘Hantu Suci’ just 
because the word we usually use for Ghost in 
Malay is ‘hantu’– it is not only erroneous but 
insulting, stupid and totally in a wrong tone. The 
proper term used by Christians is ‘Roh Kudus’ – 
you would agree that nuance plays an important 
role.

What is to be done? - CHRISTIANS

 My Christian brothers and sisters, may I 
ask you a favour? Personally I have no issues with 
you using the word Allah, but there are many who 
do and obviously there are some among them 
who are less tolerant and can get dysfunctional 
to the extent of wanting to burn down churches. 
 
 So …

 Can we please choose to be more Christ-like? 
Remember that “an eye for an eye will only make 
the world go blind”. Are you being Christ-like
here? I would appreciate if you could practice what 
Jesus said,
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 Did Jesus not teach us to go beyond the
letter of the law in our daily lives? Did he not 
tell us to do away with personal revenge? Did he 
not model his ministry on love, care and empathy? 
Can you not find a compromise?

 How about using another name that you are 
also familiar with? At least till the Malay Muslims
relearn that the word Allah is not only for them? I 
was thinking about Eloi or Eli instead of Allah?
Any Christian who is worth to be called one,
would have heard these names many times during 
Church sermons, that is, when Jesus cried out loud 
while on the cross, “Eli Eli lama sabachthani?” 
(Matthew 27:46, in Mark 15:34 it is Eloi Eloi lama 

“You have heard the law that says the
punishment must match the injury: ‘An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ 
But I say, do not resist an evil person! If some-
one slaps you on the right cheek, offer 
the other cheek also.If you are sued in 
court and your shirt is taken from you, 
give your coat, too. If a soldier demands 
that you carry his gear for a mile,carry it 
two miles. Give to those who ask, and 
don’t turn away from those who want 
to borrow.” - Matthew 5:38-42
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“He has shown all you people what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly before your God.” - Micah 6:8
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sabachthani, translated into English as “My God, 
My God why have you forsaken me?”).

 What do you think? Could we compromise?

 
What is to be done? - MUSLIMS

 My Muslim brothers and sisters …

 Firstly, we need to grow up a little and pardon 
me for using a crude Penang way to say this,
“sampai bila kita nak tidok di bawah ketiak
Perlembagaan Perseketuan ni?”.5 We need to have 
more faith in ourselves and be willing to be challenged 
not just in matters of the world but especially our 
aqidah.6 Did not the Quran say,

5	 “for	how	long	are	we	going	to	slumber	under	the	armpits	of					
	 the	Federal	Constitution?”
6	 faith

“Do men think that they will be left alone 
on saying, “We believe”, and that they 
will not be tested?” - (Quran 29:2).

Oh Muslims! Oh Christians! What is wrong with us?
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 So, should we really continue to support
Article 11(4)? Or should we have more confidence 
in our capable religious leaders and ourselves in 
preparing the community with an unyielding and 
rock-solid aqidah that can buttress any external 
dakwah?7 Got confidence? Can we set a target date 
to do away with article 11(4)?

 Secondly, we need to stop being like a “katak
di bawah tempurung”8. Get to know the larger 
world of Islam and understand that in the middle-

7	 proselytism
8	 Malay	idiom	to	describe	a	person	who	has	limited	perspective		
	 and	is	ignorant	about	the	larger	world	surrounding	him/her.

“Ye shall certainly be tried and tested 
in your possessions and in your personal 
selves; and ye shall certainly Hear much 
that will grieve you, from those who
received the Book before you and from 
those who worship many gods. But if ye 
persevere patiently, and guard against 
evil, then that will be a determining 
factor in all affairs.” - Quran 3:186

“Men said to them: ‘A great army is gathering 
against you’: And frightened them: But it 
(only) increased their Faith: They said: 
“For us Allah sufficeth, and He is the 
best disposer of affairs.” - Quran 3:173
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east even from the time of the Prophet, Jews and 
Christians call God, Allah. We must learn not to 
monopolize Allah or the Arabic language. Even 
for the term “Assalamualaikum”, there are those 
who want to monopolize it. But the Quran says,

 

 Thirdly, we must always be fair and just. We 
cannot support lopsided laws. If we can preach to 
others, we should allow them the same towards us. 
Aren’t we ashamed? Where is our honour? If we 
do not want them to preach to our followers, than 
we must stop preaching to their followers too. We 
cannot practise double standards. When we do 
that, others will feel that they are treated unfairly. 
Sometimes the least enlightened and not so patient 

“When a (courteous) greeting is offered 
you, meet it with a greeting still more 
courteous, or (at least) of equal courtesy. 
Allah takes careful account of all things.” 
– Quran 4:86

“And the servants of (Allah) Most Gracious 
are those who walk on the earth in humility, 
and when the ignorant address them, 
they say, Peace!”- Quran 25:63

Oh Muslims! Oh Christians! What is wrong with us?
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ones among them will retaliate in one way or the 
other.

 We must make it easy for people of the other 
faiths to practice their ways of life (like building 
churches, temples, etc.) just as we expect them to 
do the same in countries and lands like India,
Europe, etc. where they are the majority.
 
 Did not the Quran say,

“Woe unto those who give short measure: 
Those who, when they are to receive their 
due from (other) people, demand that it be 
given in full. But, when they have to measure
or weigh whatever they owe others,
give less than what is due! ” - Quran 83:1 – 3

“Allah doth command you to render back 
your Trusts to those to whom they are due; 
And when ye judge between man and man, 
that ye judge with justice…” - Quran 4:58

“O ye who believe! stand out firmly for
Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and 
let not the hatred of others to you make 
you swerve to wrong and depart from 
justice. Be just: that is next to piety: 
and fear Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted 
with all that ye do.” - Quran 5:8
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Conclusion

 Let’s compromise. Let’s forgive each other, 
let’s move forward. Let’s trust Allah and have 
hope. Let’s make this experience a learning one, 
let’s use our hearts and minds to add value and 
make things better.

          January 09, 2010
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“They are blind guides leading the
blind, and if one blind person guides

another, they will both fall into a
ditch.” – Matthew 15:14 
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A note to my Christian
Brothers and Sisters

Have you ever wondered why ... 

 When Jesus wanted to liberate Israel from
tyrannical Rome (the Government during the 
time), instead of asking Rome to change, he seeks 
to persuade Israel to change. Jesus felt that without 
the change of hearts in Israel itself, liberation in 
any form is impossible.

 Jesus at great length explained that the
resentment and bitterness that his fellow brethrens 
carried in their hearts is nothing short of suicidal. 
In fact he suggested that they be smart and read 
the signs of the times (e.g. in Luke 12:54-56) and 
not to follow the Zealots.

 No… not just the Zealots, he told them not 
to even listen to their own leaders and priests, and 

A note to my Christian Brothers and Sisters
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he called them hypocrites (refer to Mark 12:13-17). 
He discerned the times and was wise in strategy in 
how he chose to act (refer to John 7:3-9). He suggested 
that the best way to liberate their enemies is to love 
them. To do good to those who hate you and to 
pray for those who hurt you.  Do you trust Jesus? 
Do you believe in his words? Are you willing to 
practice what he asks of you?

 Without love and compassion all your
religiosity is empty and of no use.

“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, 
love your enemies! Do good to those who 
hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray 
for those who hurt you.” - Luke 6:27-28

“If I could speak all the languages of earth 
and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and 
if I understood all of God’s secret plans 
and possessed all knowledge, and if I had 
such faith that I could move mountains, 
but didn’t love others, I would be 
nothing. If I gave everything I have to the 
poor and even sacrificed my body, I could
boast about it; but if I didn’t love 
others, I would have gained nothing.” 
- 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
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 My dear Christian brothers and sisters, is 
there not a lesson or two here for all of us? 

         
           January 13, 2010
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“But if they incline to peace, incline
thou to it as well, and place thy trust in 

God: verily, He alone is all-hearing,
all-knowing!” - Quran 8:61
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What do we do next?

Dear Brother and Sister Muslim and Christians,

 We need to resolve this issue and reconcile 
with one another. There are things we can do that 
are not opposed to our faith, but ironically,
require us to be more true to our calling.  

1. Be like Jesus. Be like Muhammad.

 First of all, at the heart of it – Muslims must 
 be more like Prophet Muhammad and
 Christians must be more like Christ. The 
 message taught by both Prophet Muhammad 
  and Jesus is one of reconciliation and love 
 between all Allah’s people. We need to have 
 more empathy, to be more gentle with one 
 another. All of us need grace. Most importantly, 
 let us have faith that if we truly desire to 
 follow the ways of Allah demonstrated by 

What do we do next?
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 Muhammad and Jesus, Allah is with us.  
 The Bible in Colossians 3:12-13 says,

 

 The Quran in 3:159 says, 

 

 I know it is not easy to do this. I understand 
 the struggles this involves. But it is something 
 we must all try to do, lest we end up arguing 
 over the use of the word ‘Allah’ and leave 
 Allah Himself out of the picture. Let us always 
 bear in mind the gentle humility and wisdom 

“Since God chose you to be the holy peo-
ple he loves, you must clothe yourselves 
with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience. 
Make allowance for each other’s faults, 
and forgive anyone who offends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you 
must forgive others.” – Colossians 3:12-13

“It was by the mercy of Allah that thou 
wast lenient with them (O Muhammad), 
for if thou hadst been stern and fierce 
of heart they would have dispersed 
from round about thee. So pardon 
them and ask forgiveness for them and 
consult with them upon the conduct of af-
fairs. And when thou art resolved, then put 
thy trust in Allah. Lo! Allah loveth those 
who put their trust (in Him).” – Quran 3:159
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 with which Jesus and Muhammad responded 
 to others, even those who tried to cause 
 them harm. They were kind even to those 
 who were unkind to them. They forgave 
 those who denied them and hurt them. 
 Instead of revenge, they outpoured love.
 They did not mind taking blows from people 
 as long as they were true to Allah. All their 
 actions were guided by love. Friends, let us 
 seek to follow these examples and trust that 
 Allah Himself will guide our words and 
 actions.

2. Make Allah a universal name of God

 Let us make the best of the situation. Let us 
 find a compromise. Let us look at this 
 episode as a chance for us to get to know 
 each other better. Perhaps this conflict will 
 bring us to a place where we can learn how 
 to love one another amidst our differences.  
 Maybe this is Allah’s way of showing us how 
 we can work together at being better Muslims 
 and Christians. Let’s be like Jesus. Let’s be 

What do we do next?

“Verily Allah is my lord and your lord: 
Him therefore serve ye: this is a Way that 
is straight.” - Quran 19:36



76 Can we use Allah in The Bible? A Quranic Perspective

“Then Peter came to him and asked,
‘Lord, how often should I forgive someone 

who sins against me? Seven times?’ ‘No, 
not seven times,’ Jesus replied, ‘but seventy 

times seven!’” - Matthew 18:21-22
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 like Muhammad. How would they have
 handled a similar situation? Surely they
 would not have been petty because they know 
 that in the bigger picture, it is about the
 kingdom of Allah on earth. Let us recognize 
 that this kingdom cannot be built on hatred, 
 or through legal quarrels with each other.
 This kingdom can only be built on the love 
 and comradeship between Allah’s people to
 defend one another and take care of all His 
 creation, whoever and whatever they may be. 
 Let us learn to work towards our common 
 values. Perhaps making ‘Allah’ the universal 
 name for God is a good place to start as we 
 come to share the understanding of the 
 Good God whom we all serve.

3.  Practice Empathy

 Let us practice empathy. Let us unearth the
 root of the issue, which is fear. Let us do 
 what we can to dilute each others’ fears. 

 The Muslims are wary of overzealous
 proselytism by some Christians. Any discussion 
 of religion should be done with understanding 
 and mutual respect. But when there are some 

What do we do next?
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 who are overzealous, the Muslims are on 
 guard and see their brother and sister Christians 
 in Malaysia in the same light without
 recognizing the difference. The task of
 Malaysian Christians is to show that they 
 are not overzealous Christians who are out 
 to convert others at all cost, but true practitioners 
 of Christ’s call to love our neighbours.

 On the other hand, Malaysian Christians 
 are fed up with inconsistent rules and
 hindrances in practicing their religion. This
 is a frustration that they go through day to 
 day. To get permits, they have to plow 
 through red tape and shifting administrative 
 requirements. They need to wait a long time, 
 sometimes years, before they obtain approvals. 
 Christian groups in some schools and varsities 
 face difficulty getting permission to gather. 
 These barriers do not only happen to churches, 
 but also to the Buddhist, Hindu and Sikh
 communities ,  to social and business
 organizations. Sometimes these conditions 
 are not explicitly stated, but when it comes 
 to administration it seems as if these obstacles 
 are placed on purpose. 
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 What seems as unfairness has actually a lot 
 to do with unclear processes and inefficiency 
 that happens across the board. Let us clean 
 up and clarify administrative processes, as this
 will go long way to reduce misunderstandings. 
 Let us make clear laws and standardize the 
 processes in matters regarding religious
 activities in all states. This will need the
 attention of the King and all the Sultans as
 religion is under their care. We need to 
 make  it very clear so that our officers working 
 at the ground level will know the exact
 processes to follow and our people will
 know the exact procedures and requirements 
 involved.

4.  Ban direct proselytism for the time being

 Let us stop direct proselytism to convert 
 people into religions through enticement  
 or campaigning perhaps for the next fifty years.
 Let us discourage direct proselytization for 
 any religion, be it Islam or Christian. We are
 in a time of history where the faithful of 
 each religion are in the hundred millions. In 
 such a context, let us focus on tending to 
 our own sheep first. Let’s encourage our own 
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“CALL THOU (all mankind] unto thy
Sustainer’s path with wisdom and goodly 
exhortation, and argue with them in the 
most kindly manner - for, behold, thy

Sustainer knows best as to who strays from 
His path, and best knows He as to who are 

the right-guided.” - Quran 16:125
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 brothers and sisters to be better Buddhists, 
 Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs… Let us 
 share our beliefs not through empty words 
 but through our everyday actions. Let us 
 compel people not through fear or rules or 
 superficial compulsions, but because he or 
 she sees good people practicing a good
 religion.  Actions must speak louder than 
 words. 
 
 As a businessman, I find an analogy in
 marketing. In marketing we always focus on 
 engaging our existing clients first, before
 trying to approach a fresh contact and
 convince someone completely unfamiliar. 

 Similarly, it is my belief that at this point of 
 time, instead of increasing the number of 
 converts, what we need are Muslims, Christians, 
 Hindus, Buddhists, and Sikhs who are true 
 representatives of the ways of their faith. 

What do we do next?
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 When Muslims follow the true teachings of 
 Muhammad and Christians become more 
 Christ-like, others will be attracted to you 
 naturally – not because of your convincing 
 words, but because you are a good person
 who makes the world a better place. You
 become like an airborne positive virus and 
 people simply will catch your fever. 

5) Use love, logic and wisdom

 Finally, in all our considerations, may all 
 of us guide ourselves with love, logic and
 wisdom. 

  
                    
           
                    April 20, 2011

Love, because love will make us fair
with our hearts;

Logic, because logic will make us fair
with our mind;

and Wisdom, because wisdom will lead
us to combine our love and logic

in the way of God and for the benefit
of Mankind.
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What do we do next?

“Whoever works righteousness, man or 
woman, and has Faith, verily, to him will 
We give a new Life, a life that is good and 

pure and We will bestow on such their
reward according to the best of their 

actions.” - Quran 16:97
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Chapter

7
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“Lo! The angels said: “O Mary! Behold, 
God sends thee the glad tiding, through a 

word from Him, [of a son] who shall
become known as the Christ Jesus, son of 

Mary, of great honour in this world
and in the life to come, and [shall be] of
those who are drawn near unto God.”

- Quran 3:45
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Jubal 
(A Christian-Muslim friendship)

 
 In school, I was never good at choosing 
the right time to start and prepare for exams, so 
by the time I actually got to it, it was usually the 
exam week. I also picked and chose when to pay 
attention and when not to pay attention in class, 
with the latter being the norm. I would be reading 
something else, dreaming or plain half-asleep most
of the time. Well, there were bright moments, although 
limited, when I was a teacher’s dream come true in
subjects I liked – History, or when awesome teachers
were teaching like Mr. Teh Ewe Hooi, Ms. Lim 
Hoang Hoang and Cik Shakila Manan. 

Jubal (A Christian - Muslim friendship)

“And nearest among them in love to the  
believers will you find those who say, “We 
are Christians”: because amongst these are  
men devoted to learning and men who 
have renounced the world, and they are 
not arrogant.” - Quran 5:82
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 But it was still a shocker to me when I got
P7 for my Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia1, Bahasa Malaysia
paper – by default I was a second grader. My Bahasa 
Malaysia was always good and I was always praised 
by my teachers. In fact, in Form 4 my marks were
sandwiched between the top Malay and non-Malay 
student for highest marks. In those days, they 
awarded two prizes for Bahasa Malaysia – one each 
for Malays and Non-Malays. On hindsight I think 
that was silly! 

 Getting P7 was a problem because my plan 
was to correct my mistake in choosing to be in the 
science class during Form 4 & 5 and switch to the 
arts stream in Form 6 – and you cannot do that 
without a credit in Bahasa Malaysia! I was one of 
the fashionably naïve teenages whom, after Form 
3, rushed to be in Pure Science class not knowing 
that Additional Math and I were like water and 
oil and I had no chemistry with Chemistry. But, 
instead of getting to go to Form 6 Arts in Penang 
Free School (PFS = a place only for the brave and 
the true!), I received a letter from Jabatan Pelajaran2 

1	 Malaysian	Certificate	of	Education
2	 The	Education	Department
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to report to a Maktab Sains 3 in Seremban. 
Alamak!4

 I was told that for me to be reconsidered 
into PFS, I must first cancel my name in person 
from the Maktab Sains in Seremban. So off by bus 
I went to hang out with my sister in KL and took
a day trip to Seremban by train. What I remembered 
most about the Seremban trip was reading Tolkien’s 
“Lord of the Rings” while listening to Bob James’ 
jazz music using Kak Adek’s (my second sister)
Panasonic walkman. Yes, it was a Panasonic not a 
Sony and during that time it was cassette tapes not 
CDs, DVDs or Digital Drive!
 
 While waiting for the returning train to KL, 
I had a good many hours to read at the train
station sharing my Coke and Bob James with a few 
down and out souls resting on the platform floor. 
I lazed with them, had some deep and meaningful 
conversations about how life was tough and the 
need to carry on. A few years later when I read 
George Orwell’s “Down and Out in Paris and
London”. I  recollected this very Seremban
experience. 

3	 Science	College
4	 Oh	no!
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 I had to travel and plead to the Jabatan
Pelajaran quite a few more times, in person, through 
letters, recommendations, etc. and finally, months 
later, I was accepted back to the school that was 
built for only those who were Brave and True. I 
was not alone; one of my best buddies Nicky Ng 
Cheng Loong was also accepted. We were the last 
batch – batch number seven. We both were already 
planning to register at a private school, Methodist 
High School Penang when we got the news. Phew!

The first time Jubal and I interacted 

	 Jubal was the assistant class monitor at
Upper Six Arts Three where both Nicky and I were 
placed. That pogeh fella (pogeh = smoke in Tamil, 
I will explain later) came to PFS only in Form 6. 
Earlier he schooled at TI – Technical Institute. He 
did not understand and was a little annoyed with 
all the commotion caused by my presence. I was a 
popular kid in school and many of my old buddies 
like Bubba and Thiam Sin were celebrating ‘my 
return’. Furthermore, I was busy introducing the 
gang to Nicky, who was from MBS, Monkey Boy’s 
School, prior to Form 6. There were girls in the 
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class and I wanted to get to know them too! PFS 
is co-ed at the 6th form level! There is a GOD and 
God is GREAT!

 Jubal, stood from across the room holding 
my registration form and spoke his first sentence 
to me by asking, 

 “Hey Anas! Why didn’t your father name 
you anus?” 

 “The same reason why your father did not 
name you jubok 5,” I answered. 

 Jubal and the class burst out in thunderous 
laughter and he suggested, “Mari, mari duduk 
sebelah saya, kita mesti jadi kawan baik.” 6 

 We sat together in Form 6. His words
became like a prophecy. We became best of
friends. It was a friendship built on trust, care, 
understanding, love and compassion. And we had 
fun, always sharing our own jokes that no one else 
could make sense of – we were teenagers!

5	 anus	in	colloquial	Penang
6	 “Come,	come	sit	beside	me,	we	must	be	good	friends.”

Jubal (A Christian - Muslim Friendship)
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“Say: “Behold, my prayer, and (all] my
acts of worship, and my living and my

dying are for God [alone], the Sustainer of 
all the worlds.” - Quran 6:162
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 We were an unlikely pair. He smells; I don’t. 
He was not an egoistic person; I was full of ego 
(and still am) enough for the two of us and three 
more lifetimes. He had a face full of hair; I could 
hardly grow a decent moustache. I could do the 
Moonwalk, he danced like a papan.7 He wore 
slacks, I wore jeans. He was always giving in; I was 
always on the offensive. He treated his car like a 
queen; I treated mine like a slave. He was always 
well-groomed; I hardly combed my hair. I swam 
like a fish; he was totally scared of water. He took 
three weeks to decide which room to rent, I took 
thirty minutes to buy a house but on the other 
hand he married the first girl he dated (bodoh8 
fella), and I am still as single as the time he and I 
first met. 

 Our relationship was special. In class when 
we were seated, it was a norm that our arms were on 
each others’ shoulders so much so I would smell 
like he did by day’s end. Once, a teacher, Cikgu 
Ismail, probably irritated by our constant whispering 
and smirking walked over towards the two of us 
and asked, “You dua orang kembar Siam ka?”9 I 
answered back with a question, “Cikgu datang 
7	 Wooden	plank
8	 Idiot
9	 “Are	you	two	Siamese	twins?”

Jubal (A Christian - Muslim Friendship)
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dari Kedah kan?” 10 and when he answered yes, I 
continued, “Patut Cikgu bau macam padi.” 11

 All three of us laughed. Cikgu Ismail was 
a cool Sir. Jubal and I belanja12 him a few nasi 
kandar13 lunch when we were in our early thirties; 
he was no longer teaching then and had been 
transferred to Jabatan Pelajaran Pulau Pinang. 

 Jubal and I had a deep and meaningful 
friendship. Even our parents and family recognized it. 

 Umi and Irene, his wife, understood that 
when I was back in Penang, time must be allocat-
ed for the two of us to hangout. Jubal started 
working in Penang after Form 6, while I continued 
my study at Universiti Malaya and later made 
Kuala Lumpur my work base. We made the best of 
whatever times we had together and never failed to 
make time for each other. We cared and thought 
for each other always. We practiced empathy
between friends, always trying hard to ensure the 
other party gets whatever is best. 

10	 “Teacher,	you	came	from	Kedah	right?”
11	 “No	wonder	you	smell	like	paddy.”
12	 bought
13	 rice	with	Indian/Malay	dishes
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 After he got married, he moved to Balik
Pulau – literally and geographically the other side 
of Penang Island. It did not matter if my trip back 
was a short one, we would still find time to catch 
up. If I was back for three days, I would drive to 
Balik Pulau on the first. He reciprocated by coming 
over to Fettes Park the next day. The third day 
we will meet halfway at Teluk Bahang for an early 
morning teh-tarik14 and roti canai.15

 He would slip me into church; it was easy
because I do look like a Mat Salleh celup16. It was 
fun as Christian girls know how to dress well and 
yet do it decently. Although Jubal will taruh17 
me, “Ceh Zubedy, in church also you tengok 
perempuan!”18. I took him to Friday prayers; it was 
easy too, as with a songkok19 he looked like a typical 
Mamak fella.20

 On a more serious note, we got to learn each
others’ religions. I opened his mind and heart to 

14	 Tea	with	condensed	milk
15	 Flatbread
16	 A	local	who	looks	Caucasian
17	 Tease
18	 “Huh	Zubedy,	you’re	checking	out	girls	even	in	Church!”
19	 A	headdress	worn	as	part	of	the	traditional	outfit	for	Malay	men
20	 Indian	Muslim	male
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“For, every community faces a direction
of its own, of which He is the focal point. 
Vie, therefore, with one another in doing 
good works. Wherever you may be, God 

will gather you all unto Himself: for, verily, 
God has the power to will anything.”

- Quran 2:148



97

Islam, and he did the same for me with Christianity. 
Not that we shared many books and debates or 
discussions, but we shared a life together, a friend-
ship and a living example; a good Christian in my 
midst and a good Muslim in his. 

 We saw the good in each other stemming 
from the very different religions that we professed. 
It made us realize without much fanfare or the 
need for deep intellectual realization that at the 
deepest level we share the same Good God who 
is Caring, full of Grace, Merciful and Kind. That 
is why the relationship is deep and special; we are 
connected at the heart level. And, both our hearts 
are deeply connected to God. As Darrel, Jubal’s 
brother constantly reminds me, “I think God 
wanted us to be together, Jubal, you and I.”

 While we worked hard at the friendship, 
life too chanced us to constantly meet. First it was 
the anus-jubok incident. When Nestlé sent me for 
training in Kuantan, he was transferred by UAB 
(Use Another Bank?) to Kuantan too. He wanted to 
be a trainer-facilitator and strongly believed that 
teaching is one of the most meaningful professions. 
I started a training business. But it took almost 

Jubal (A Christian - Muslim Friendship)
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two years for Irene and I to talk him into dropping 
his cushy salaried job and take the first step to be 
what he wanted to be. 

 It was during his first understudy that the 
term Pogeh took shape. It was during my Presentation 
Skills Workshop. To teach participants how to give 
a good speech, we first taught them how to sing. 
The song chosen for the activity was “Smoke Gets 
In Your Eyes”. Jubal translated the song title into 
Tamil, “Pogeh Kanne Pat Te Re Chi”, and he would 
utter it in a manner that would make you laugh. 
 
 As he was tone deaf, it was hilarious to hear 
him singing it in Tamil. Later, he slowly changed 
the term pogeh and it became identified with bodoh 
or blur. So you can start a sentence with, “That
pogeh fella forgot to pay the bill” or when someone 
created a big blunder, “Dashyat 21 pogeh fella lah”.

 Jubal was a master in creating abbreviations 
and words with new meanings – his part-time job. 
So CAT is Chick Attracting Tool. The moment I 
bought a Mercedes E200 Compressor, he added a 
U in front of CAT, so its U-CAT – Ultimate Chick 

21	 extreme
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Attracting Tool. TIF is Top Indian Fella and so on. 
Anyone who had spent enough time with Jubal 
ends up using all his funny terms and creation. 
Perhaps Jubal should have worked with Dewan 
Bahasa Dan Pustaka. 22

 
	 I received an e-mail from him asking me to 
pick Irene and him up from the airport one day 
later than planned. They were having a holiday in 
Bali and he said he wanted to Genggong (Make 
Love To, Have Sex With, or simply F_ _ _ depending 
on who you do it with) his wife for another 
day. Pogeh fella, now I had to go change my entire 
schedule.
 
 That night just after midnight, someone 
rang my doorbell. I looked outside and saw a
police car in front of my house and I recognized 
Mr Veerasingham our Resident Association Leader 
at Hartamas. I went outside and the police officer 
asked if I knew a Jubal Lawrence, as in case of 
emergency it was stated that I was the person to 
call. 

22	 Institute	of	Language	and	Literature
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 I answered yes, “Dia kawan karib saya”23. He
continued gently, “Maaf, saya ada berita buruk. 

Encik Jubal dan isterinya mati lemas di Bali. Encik 
kenal ahli keluarga dia?”24

              
 That was more than seven years ago. We were 
an unlikely pair. I swim like a fish; Jubal was
totally scared of water. 

 Love you and miss you brother.

23	 “He	is	my	best	friend”
24	 “I’m	sorry	to	say	I	have	a	bad	news,	Mr	Jubal	and	his	wife		 	
	 drowned	in	Bali.	Do	you	know	his	family	members?”

“Those who believe (in the Quran), and 
those who follow the Jewish (scriptures), 
and the Christians and the Sabians,- any 
who believe in God and the Last Day, and 
work righteousness, shall have their reward 
with their Lord; on them shall be no fear, 
nor shall they grieve.” - Quran 2:62
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Jubal Lawrence, anyone who befriended him
was lucky.
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	 Anas Zubedy is a Malaysian businessman
who speaks English, Malay, Hokkien and some 
Tamil. Born in Penang in 1964, he grew up amongst 
Malays, Chinese and Indians. His early socialization 
and experiences created a deep desire to practice a 
multi-cultured outlook and promote unity.
 
 A graduate of University of Malaya, Anas 
worked in marketing for a multinational before 
launching zubedy (m) sdn. bhd., a for profit
organization that combines business goals with a 
social cause. Zubedy’s vision is to unite people and 
get people to work together, zubedy’s mission is to 
add value to everyone they interact with.

 Anas’ first love is religion and culture, he 
spent more time reading about Hinduism, Chinese 
Philosophy, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam 
than learning his coursework at the university. He 
is also passionate about change management,
marketing and politics. 

About the author
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 Anas loves teh tarik, roti canai, penang laksa 
and nasi kandar. He listens to an eclectic mix of 
music, avoids the television and prefers to meet 
people, read, write and work out.

 Anas has published two previous books 
under zubedy ideahouse Books to Unite People 
Series.

“Have a meaningful Malaysia” is 
a collection of zubedy’s full page 
advertisements between 2001 to 
2008. It emphasizes the common 
values between us through sharing 
the teachings of different Malaysian 
traditions. 

The Quran and I

A collection of childhood memories 
and reflections, “The Quran and 
I” illustrates how the Quran is a 
source of inspiration and a guide 
to Unity in diversity for a Malaysian 
Muslim living day-to-day in our 
society. 

Have a meaningful 
Malaysia

About the author
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May all of us guide ourselves with love, 
logic and wisdom

Love, because love will make us fair
with our hearts;

Logic, because logic will make us fair
with our mind;

and Wisdom, because wisdom will lead
us to combine our love and logic

in the way of God and for the benefit
of Mankind.
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